
 

 

 

 
Orange County Community Housing Corporation celebrated 33 years of service to extremely low-income families 
in 2010 fulfilling its mission “to transition extremely low-income families towards greater self-sufficiency by 
assisting them with housing and education.”  Your generous support of OCCHC/SteppingUP allowed the program 
to expand its services to extremely low-income families throughout Orange County breaking the cycle of poverty 
through affordable housing and education.  
 

OCCHC/SteppingUP’s work as named Trustee for the ETHIC Housing Trust continued strategizing on the production of 166 affordable 
housing units in the Great Park planning area of the City of Irvine.  Created in 2005, the ETHIC Housing Trust is a collaboration with 
The Salvation Army, Riverside Charitable, American Riding Club for the Handicapped, Second Baptist Church Homeless Coalition and 
OCCHC/SteppingUP. The opportunity arose from Trust member involvement in the closing of El Toro MCAS beginning in 1995 and 
planning efforts continued throughout 2010 promising a very busy 2011 with reorganization, site identification, site planning and design 
involvement. 
 
In 2010, SteppingUP’s Family Mentoring component assisted 31 families (137 
individuals) in transitioning from homeless shelters to our safe and affordable 
housing while expanding service to 1,429 individuals throughout Orange County and 
assisting 4 of our families in becoming first-time homeowners.  The program’s focus 
on educating at-risk youth through college awareness and financial literacy with 
SteppingUP’s College Awareness Program (CAP), led to great achievements in 
serving 141 at-risk students with 87 parents AND our largest graduating class of 13 
seniors now enrolled into college!  We are pleased to share the following success as 
a result of your support. 

 
 
 

The need for SteppingUP’s Family Mentoring component increased as 27% of our families reported to have a reduction of hours at 
work, 10% experienced a pay cut and 19% lost their job entirely.  Family Mentoring 2010 results show that the program: 
 

 served 1,429 at-risk individuals: 504 residents from each of our 225 families with 794 visits, in 
addition to 925 non-resident individuals throughout Orange County.   

 transitioned 137 individuals of 31 families (55 parents and 82 children) from transitional 
shelters who were once on the brink of homelessness and are now provided with affordable 
housing and educational services through SteppingUP.  As a result, parents such as single 
mom, Vikki, now lives in our affordable housing 9 unit building in collaboration with Huntington 
Beach’s Project Self-Sufficiency (PSS) and continues her college education, the Barbas family 
who once lived on less than $500 a month for their family of 7 and the Soto family who were 
homeless due to foreclosure are all now provided with a safe and affordable environment 
conducive to learning and self-improvement. 

 provided 9 seminars to 104 residents of 92 families focusing on issues such as surviving 
unemployment, budgeting, career success, two 7-week women’s empowerment series in both 
Spanish and English and provided computers to 16 families donated by CapitalSource Bank. 

 assisted 4 families in becoming first-time homeowners (49 families since 2003) with 11 families 
in the process of completing homeownership seminars. 
 

In addition, the 2010 Family Mentoring Annual Survey shows that 9% of families opened bank 
accounts, 3% improved their credit scores, 9% reported a better job or improved position, 12% enrolled 
into English classes and 60 individuals reported improving their budgeting and banking skills. 

“This has been the greatest 
challenge of our lives.  OCCHC 
is my angel. Now we can 
finally get a good night’s sleep 
because we know we have a 
home.” 

-Leticia Soto 
OCCHC/SteppingUP resident 

Family Mentoring 

              Report to the Community 2010 

Cynthia, Beatriz and 
Maria said they are 
changed women because 
of the workshops.  Maria 
shares, “I feel more 
confident than ever.  We 
really know what to do 
when we have a job 
application put in front of 
us." 



Spotlight on Success:  
CAP 2010 Alumni Step Up to College 

 
Student       College    
Cynthia Penalaza Cypress College, Architecture 
Arturo Monje  Santa Ana College, Culinary Arts 
Jaime Flores  Santa Ana College, Kinesiology  
Luis Barillas  Orange Coast College, Medical field 
Zabdiel Guerrero Fullerton Community College, Undecided 
Eric Paintec  Riverside Community College, Undecided 
Jorge Talavera  Santa Ana College, Political Science, future lawyer 
Eva Morelos  Cal State University, Long Beach, Special Education Teacher 
Marco Sanchez  Cypress College, Business,  future Auto Business Owner 
Tiffany Lozada  Orange Coast College, Liberal Arts, EMT certification, Dentist 
Isabel Gutierrez  Cal State University, Fullerton,  Science, future registered nurse 
Lizbeth Mendez  Cal State University, Fullerton, Communications 
Tony Guameros  Orange Coast Community College, Liberal Arts, future chef 

 
 
 
 

In 2010 CAP provided free mentoring and academic advising to over 141 at-risk students through 3,810 one-on-one weekly meetings 
at 3 sites located in Huntington Beach, Buena Park and Garden Grove. CAP celebrated its largest graduating class of 13 high school 
seniors (all first generation college students) and we now have 30 students attending college since 2006.  While maintaining its mission 
“to educate and prepare 7-12 grade students and their parents with the necessary knowledge and resources needed to pursue a higher 
education through academic counseling, character development, leadership development, cultural awareness, civic duty and parent 
involvement”, CAP provided: 
 

 Seven college field trips to Pepperdine, Soka, Vanguard, Cypress, Santa Ana College, Chapman University, USC and UCLA.   

 Twelve monthly seminars at each of our 3 sites combining activities with the focus area of the month such as leadership, 

financial literacy, personal improvement, career planning, community service and 

cultural sensitivity, SAT’s, college field trips, filling out college applications and 

more.   

 Four community service events where students volunteered at organizations such 

as Paint Your Heart Out, Mary’s Kitchen and the Child Abuse Prevention Center.   

 Quarterly PADRE (Parents Actively Dedicated to Reinforcing Education) meetings 

serving 87 parents educating on topics such as: “4 Systems of Higher Education”, 

“High School and College Requirements”, “Financing Your Child’s Education” and 

AB-540 Students: Overcoming the Challenges”. 

CAP’s Literacy Club continued to make reading worthwhile to students who reported to have a new 
love for reading this year noting the best part was the debriefing after the film as students express 
their opinions often realizing that the book was preferred over the films. Students who read 8 books 
over the summer received a special weekend in Big Bear donated by one of our supporters.  CAP 
made great use of those summer hours with the Literacy Club and activities that were a first for many 
including: whale watching, field trips to the Getty Museum and Museum of Tolerance, a Career 
Exploration Day at the Anaheim Youth Center, attending musical “In the Heights” at the Pantages 
Theatre and even a trip to the Laguna Playhouse to see “Daddy Long Legs” in December.   
The Lantern fundraiser raised over $20,000 in support of SteppingUP and Sunwest Bank presented a 
$10,000 donation to our Scholar Savings Program encouraging students to save for their college 
education where SteppingUP will match for every dollar saved up to $500.00 each year!  Thank you 
for your support! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Awareness Program (CAP) 

“I had a great day on Wednesday 
because I got to go whale 
watching with SteppingUP.  It was 
my first time on a boat!”                     
                                 – CAP student 


