Northern California College Tour 2008 
Edwin Rivera is 17 years old and will be a senior at La Mirada High School. He is the oldest in his family of 4 which is composed of his mother Mary Rivera (38) Rene Rivera (39) and his little brother Chris (10).  His parents originate from Mexico City and the state of Michoacan in Mexico.  His father Rene went to college for a couple of years but never finished college, and Edwin’s mother Mary, finished High School. Currently Edwin’s dad is a driver at one of the local Park’s and his mother dedicates her life to the home and also baby-sits. Edwin’s family has lived in Buena Park for 7 years.
Edwin dedicates his time to his studies and is shown with his 4.1 GPA. He also likes to be involved with the Schools Marching Band and plays the Tenor Drums and has played since he was in middle school. Edwin is involved with the Key Club in his High school and he volunteers at fundraisers and community events.  

His favorite topic in High School is Chemistry which is a preparing his desire to become a doctor. Edwin would like to go to college and medical school to become a surgeon. He will be applying the University of California system schools and also to Stanford. 
Buena Park was the first community to start with the College Awareness Program in 2005 and when the Edwin first started with CAP he was interested in visiting the different colleges around his community.  CAP showed him different college resources and also taught him about the daily life. For instance time management, resume building, interview skills, cultural experiences, volunteering in your community. He has kept on participating in CAP because, “It has been a great experience meeting new friends, receiving college resources, and also having fun. I am narrowing down the colleges that I would like to attend and CAP was able to help to this process.” Edwin describes the CAP program with 3 words Informative, Fun, Exciting.
Having an Academic Advisor has been a part of Edwin’s experience to learn and access college. He shares “Having an Academic Advisor has not only giving me the resources but I can also ask the questions to them, that teachers can’t answer. The advisors share about their college experience that they are currently having.”

It was Edwin’s first time in Northern California during the College Tour. He was amazed to see Berkeley and Stanford and how prestigious the schools were. Edwin shares “It exposed me for the 1st time to colleges that I had only read in brochures and it gave me a 1st hand experience of the college life. I actually stayed at dorms and I can picture myself here one day.” This is the second time Edwin is going on the college tour and he will be narrowing down his options to the colleges he will be applying in the fall. 
Edwin’s parents even though they did not finish college have always encouraged Edwin to attend college. His parents were nervous to have Edwin away from home for an entire week but knew it would be a great experience for him and had to trust him. Edwin will be applying to colleges away from home and he knows his parents will miss him but they do not discourage him because they know it will benefit him in the long run. 

Edwin shares in his journal,

“Today is our third day of our Northern trip and we went to see Stanford University as well as parts of the city of Sacramento. As we drove nearer to Palo Alto where Stanford University is located I was very anxious to tour the University where in hopes of one day walking through the campus again yet as a student of Stanford. As we toured the campus I got to see how the campus really resembles a mission like campus. What I like about the campus Stanford University is not only being strong in academics and sports but also that the weather is great and calm. Stanford University, being one of the most competitive and difficult to get in only receiving about ten percent of its applicant. I realize its going to be a difficult task to get in and become a student in this prestigious college.”
Daniela Gomez will be in the 8th grade at Vista View Middle School in Huntington Beach. Daniela’s family is composed of 5 members, with her mother is Beatriz (32) and Daniel (37). Daniela is the oldest in her family and has a little brother, Isidro (12) and Mia (2). Her parents originate from Michoacan, Mexico. Daniela’s mother highest education achieved was Middle School and his Dad was Elementary school. Mrs. Gomez cleans homes and her dad is a chef at a local restaurant. 

Daniela has a 4.0 GPA and enjoys her math class right now. She is looking forward to applying to a 4 year college and eventually become a doctor. In ten years Daniela pictures herself away in medical school becoming a doctor. 

Daniela recently became involved with CAP in March of 2008. She has been one of the most dedicated students and shares how, “the CAP program is fun and at the same time you are learning something new. CAP has been a great experience, it’s really fun and you get to be with friends and talk about many different issues like different ethnicities in the world.”  The most important lesson that Daniela has learned has been, “everyone should go to college, everyone has the opportunity to go to college and they should take advantage.” Daniela enjoys having an academic advisor because they are able to share about their college experience and “this helps me because I don’t have anyone in my family or my community that can share about their college experience.” 
This will be the first time that Daniela is visiting Northern California. She is really excited to see all the colleges; she has never had such an opportunity. Daniela shares “I think UC Berkeley is the campus I am most excited to see. I heard that it’s a really nice campus and really good school. This will be exciting and a life learning experience.” 
 Daniela’s parents and she had mixed feelings about the trip because she would be missing her little sister’s baptism and how much they will miss her. However they were happy for her because they knew it was going to benefit her a lot for her future. 

Daniela shares:

“Stanford University was really nice and really big. Catherine our tour guide explained everything about the University very clearly. I also liked the church there and I learned something knew, the mosaic on the front of the church has over 22,000 different shades of colors. I really liked the bookstores mostly because it was huge and it had computers with internet. The University also had 9 libraries which to me is a lot.”
Francisco Talavera 
Francisco is in 12th grade at Ocean View High School in Huntington Beach. Francisco’s family is composed of 5 family members which includes his mother Teresa (42), his brother Jorge (17), Jesus (9) and Angel (4). His father Francisco past away 2 years ago and he has the responsibility in his family to take care of them.  His family originates from Michoacan, Mexico. His family has lived in the Oakview community for 9 years. Francisco’s mother cleans homes and also baby-sits. 

Francisco also known as Paco to his friends is involved in sports like basketball, track, cross country, and also coaches a basketball team. Currently he has a 2.5 GPA and wants to improve in his studies. His favorite subjects are History and Science. He shares “I love to learn about life’s creations, facts about famous people, amazing struggles.” 
His brother Jorge is also part of the College Awareness Program and both of them were one of the first student’s participants when CAP started in the Huntington Beach community. Francisco was amazed about the program and he liked what he was learning about college. He shares “I saw my opportunities and the possibilities for us we just need to want them and we will achieve it. I learned through CAP about being a leader, on how if I am responsible then others will follow. CAP has allowed me to be a leader and I have been able to tell others about the program and I have recruited new students to CAP”
Francisco family use to live in Bakersfield and he use to cut lawns in really hot weather; he also shared how he used to work in the fields. “It is hard work working out in the fields or as a gardener and I don’t want to do it for a living. I want to pursue a better life. No one in my family has graduated from High School and I want to be the 1st to graduate, and go to college. I want to show my family if I could do it they can do it too. I have 2 arms, legs and a brain if others could do it why cannot I not achieve going to college.  

In five years Francisco pictures himself finishing college, coaching for a soccer or basketball team and coming back to his community. He would like to study physical education or counseling. In ten years he wants to be able to travel to places he only reads about like Egypt, France, Vietnam, and Israel.
CAP has giving Francisco many new opportunities but it has giving him a new perspective about life.  Francisco shares, “CAP has taught how me to be a leader, also I have become more responsible. CAP has shown me what it takes to make it to college, and its not easy but I know I will make it. When people trust you and rely on you, I notice I work twice as hard to make them proud.” 
Last year was the first time for Francisco and his brother attending the Northern California trip and it was a great eye opening experience. He is excited to see new campuses added to the tour like Sacramento State and the University of San Francisco. Also visiting the State Capitol will be a new experience for him because of the history it has and he will learn. He shares “The Nor Cal college tour will give me knowledge, and show me what is out there. I want to help others to get here so the more I know the more I can help.” Francisco’s mother was very excited to have her son’s attend the trip, Francisco shares, “My mom wants the opportunities that she never had for us. I told her not to worry and she gave me all the support. I want to make my mom proud, and give her everything she deserves.” 
Student’s Journal Entries
Jorge Talavera- 11th grade, Huntington Beach 

“I want to take this page to thank the people who made this trip possible. The staff was incredible and without the staff we would not have had such a great time. I promise that this trip will only benefit for a greater good. This trip has opened our eyes and laid out what is ahead of us. I hope that in the future other kids will have the opportunity to view life outside of high school. Thank you all for everything and for opening our eyes towards the horizon of success. Thanks to all the people who donated or I mean ‘invested’ because all 40 of us will attend college and graduate.”

Rosario Ramirez – 10th grade, Huntington Beach 
“Today we went to Stanford University to see the campus and have a tour. I had a great experience at Stanford University and I saw many things like a church, the football field, and housing rooms. I haven’t seen such a big school with a little bit of students, I think because it is a private school. I wish I can see another University like Stanford again.”
Oscar Rodriguez – 9th grade, Huntington Beach
“Today we also went to Sacramento and visited the State Capitol building. It was awesome we had a chance to visit the state capitol building as tourists, we didn’t see Arnold Schwarzenegger but we saw his name. The tour guide got to show us many interesting things like we saw where legislative branch of California meetings are held. I learned something new, I never knew that Ronald Regan was a state senator of California before he became president, I just knew hew was president of the United States of America. So thank you Stepping UP for giving me this opportunity.”

