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On the Road to College 
Latino students go on a Northern California College Tour
SANTA ANA - Orange County Community Housing Corporation and the Stepping UP program is taking 40 at-risk students on a 7 day tour of 7 colleges in Northern California beginning at 6:00am on Monday July 28th.  Majority of the students would be the first in their family to attend college. 
These students participate in OCCHC/Stepping UP’s College Awareness Program (CAP) which connects students with Academic Advisors for the entire calendar year.  
The students will visit Sacramento State, Stanford, UC Berkeley, UC Santa Cruz, San Francisco State, CSU San Jose, and UC Davis.  The trip will also include visits to Hearst Castle and other historical landmarks more. 
Ingrid, 10th grade at Ocean View High School in Huntington Beach is one of the participating CAP students. The reason why she got involved with CAP in the Oak view community was because “The fact that I might give up is the reason why I joined CAP.  When I know people think I can make it I know I could do it.  CAP keeps me motivated and my Advisor has kept me going”

Oscar 9th grade at Ocean View High School shares his experience: “It was the first time visiting Northern California, and I learned so much about the different Universities. Now I know all the requirements to apply and I have been working hard to keep up my grades.” Oscar ended his school year with a 4.0 GPA and received the following awards Outstanding Citizenship Award, Two Principal’s List, Reclassification Certificate from Limited English to Fluent English level, Academic Excellence, and the President’s Education Award.
OCCHC is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization with a mission to transition extremely low-income families towards greater self-sufficiency by assisting them with housing and education.  Founded in 1977 and based on the principle that our low-wage families deserve safe housing and neighborhoods so that their children would have the same educational benefits as those from more affluent neighborhoods.  

Stepping UP encourages extremely low income families to aspire to improved education, improved job skills, improved health care and improved financial literacy.  It does that through the College Awareness Program (CAP), Tutor House and the Family Mentor programs.
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